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MY FAMILY

Do you come from a small or large family?

Who do you take after?

Do you often visit your relatives?

How much time do you spend with your family? Do you like it?
Do you get on well with your parents?

Would you like to live the same life as your parents?

Is it an advantage or disadvantage to be an only child?
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My family is quite large. I have an older brother who is twenty-two and studies at university, so he
does not live with us any more. He just comes from time to time for a weekend or when on holidays
or school break. In summer, he usually goes abroad to work or travel. I am the second one and I also
have a younger sister who is fifteen and so she still lives with the rest of the family. Since my brother
left I have had my own room, I don’t have to share it with anybody. My mum comes from quite
a large family; she has four brothers and sisters so I have fourteen cousins from that side of the
family. My dad is an only child. I think it is better to have brothers and sisters and a lot of cousins
because it's more fun. But for parents it must be difficult.

I have an oval face and short brown hair, just like my father. But I also take after my mother; I have
the same full lips and blue eyes. In the summer freckles appear on my nose, the same as hers. I am
rather tall and of medium build.

Out of all my relatives I have always loved my grandmother who lives in a village in the south of
Moravia. My brother, sister and I and most of my cousins used to spend our holidays there. We could
play in the large garden, in the loft and the cellar full of old things, or in the nearby forest. I still
keep in touch with her. My grandmother is a widow, my granddad died five years ago. We visit her
regularly, especially at Christmas or when it’s her birthday. My granny bakes the tastiest buns [ have
ever eaten. I see the rest of my relatives very rarely; only when it’s someone’s birthday and there is
a party, or when I for example go to Prague I can stay at my aunt’s who lives there. But I really don’t ;
like the obligatory visits when the whole family is invited by a relative for lunch. I usually prefer to ‘
come up with an excuse like an already arranged trip, etc. g‘

Now I spend less time with my parents and siblings than [ used to. I think that it is natural since I am i
a teenager and I like going out and chatting with my friends rather than with my parents. My parents ‘
are quite tolerant but sometimes when it’s enough they stop me and I have to spend some time with
them. After all it's not so bad; sometimes they can really help me with my problems. Unless I am
gone on a trip, they insist on eating together at weekends. I don’t go on holidays with my parents
any more as I get bored.

I can say that I do get on well with my parents although we argue at times. The last time we had
a row was about my coming late from a party. I don’t understand why they are so scared about
everything; I am nearly an adult so I think I can manage on my own! They told me off but later we
made up.

Everybody’s influenced by the parents and although I criticize them very often and just don’t
understand them, sometimes I notice that I use the same language when talking to someone else. So
yes, I think that I will be very similar to them when I grow up; I will have very similar opinions and
will probably lead the same kind of life.

I would never wish to be an only child. Life must be so boring when you stay and play and talk just
with adults. I think that only children have problems with making friends because they can’t share
things, they are not used to communicating and listening to other children, they are often spoilt
because their parents buy them everything they want and they never have to wear worn-out clothes
“inherited” from older brothers and sisters. All in all I am very glad to have a big family.




RODINNY ZIVOT

MOJE RODINA

Pochadzis z malé nebo velké rodiny?

Komu jsi podobny?

NavStévujes Casto své pribuzné?

Kolik ¢asu travi$ se svou rodinou? Libi se ti to?
Vychdzi§ se svymi rodiéi dobre?

Chtél bys Zit stejny Zivot jako tvoji rodice?
Je to vyhoda nebo nevyhoda byt jedindéek?
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Moje rodina je celkem velkd. Mam starsiho bratra, kterému je dvacet dva a studuje na univerzité,
takZe uZ s ndmi nebydli. Pijizdi jen obcas na vikend nebo kdyZ jsou ve ¥kole prazdniny. V 1ét&
obvykle jezdi do zahraniéi na brigadu nebo cestuje. J4 jsem druhé dité a mam také mladsf sestru,
které je patnéct, a tak stile bydli se zbytkem rodiny. Od té doby co je mdj bratr pryé, mam vlastni
pokoj, nemusim ho s nikym sdilet. Maminka pochazi z celkem velké rodiny, ma éty¥i sourozence,
takZe mam z této strany rodiny ¢trnact bratrancii a sestfenic. Mgj tatinek je jedinacek. Myslim, Ze je
lep3f mit sourozence a hodné bratrancti a sestfenic, protoZe je to v&ti zabava. Ale pro rodice je to
jisté sloZit&jsi.

Mém ovilny oblicej a kratké hnédé vlasy, pfesné jako mij otec. Ale podobdm se i matce; mam stejné
plné rty a modré oci. V 1été se na mém nose objevuji pihy, stejné jako mé mamince. Jsem spiSe vysoky
a stfedni postavy.

Ze viech mych pfibuznych jsem mél vZdycky nejradéji babicku, ktera bydli na vesnici na jizni Morave.
J4, moji sourozenci a vétSina mych bratranci a sestfenic jsme u ni obydejné travili prazdniny. Hrali
jsme si ve velké zahradé, na pidé a ve sklepg, ktery byl plny starych véci, anebo v blizkém lese. Stale
s nf udrZuji kontakt. Babicka je vdova, nas déda zemfel pfed péti lety. Pravidelné ji navitévujeme,
zv14a§té na Vinoce nebo kdyZ md narozeniny. Babi¢ka pece ty nejlepsi buchty, které jsem kdy jedl.
Zbytek rodiny viddm velice zfidka, jen kdyZ ma nékdo narozeniny a dél4 oslavy, anebo kdyZ jedu
napfiklad do Prahy, miiZu pfespat u tety, kterd tam bydli. Ale opravdu nesnd$im povinné navitévy,
kdy?z je celd rodina pozvéna na obéd. Obvykle si vymyslim néjakou vymluvu, jako je jiZ domluveny
vylet apod.

Nyn{ trdvim se svymi rodi¢i a sourozenci méné casu neZ dfive. Myslim, Ze je to pfirozené, protoZe
jsem v puberté a radéji, nez byt s rodidi, jdu ven nebo si poviddm s pfateli. Mi rodi¢e jsou celkem
tolerantni, ale nékdy, kdyz je to uZ pfili§, mé& zarazi a j4 pak s nimi musim travit vice &asu. Nakonec
to nenf tak Spatné; nékdy mi opravdu s mymi problémy pomohou. Pokud nejedu na n&jaky vylet,
trvaji na tom, abychom o vikendech jedli v8ichni pohromadé. Na dovolené uz s rodi¢i nejezdim,
protoZe se nudim.

MuiZu fict, Ze se svymi rodi¢i dobfe vychdzim, atkoliv se obdas hiddme. Naposledy jsme se pohadali
kviili tomu, Ze jsem pfidel pozdé z vedirku. Nechdpu, pro¢ se pofad tak bojf; jsem skoro dospély,
takZe si myslim, Ze se o sebe dok4Zu postarat! Vynadali mi, ale pozdé&ji jsme se usmiFili.

Kazdy je svymi rodi¢i ovlivnén a atkoliv j4 je velmi &asto kritizuji a nerozumim jim, nékdy si
uvédomuji, Ze kdyZ mluvim s nékym jinym, pouzivam stejny jazyk jako oni. TakZe ano, myslim si, Ze
aZ vyrostu, budu se jim velmi podobat; budu mit podobné nazory a pravdépodobné povedu stejny
Zivot.

Nikdy bych si nepfal byt jedindcek. Zivot musi byt tak nudny, kdy# dité bydli, hraje si a mluvi pouze
s dospélymi. Myslim, Ze jedinad¢ci maji potiZe s navazovanim pfitelstvi, protoZe se neumi o véci
délit, nejsou zvykli komunikovat a naslouchat ostatnim détem, &asto jsou rozmazleni, protoZe
jim rodice koupi viechno, co chtéji, nikdy nemusi nosit obno3ené obleteni ,,zd&d&né” po starsich
sourozencich. Zkratka jsem velmi rad, Ze pochazim z velké J;diny.
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