MEANS OF TRANSPORT

Do people travel more these days than they did in the past?
Why do people travel?

What means of travelling do you know?

How is transport in cities arranged?

Which means of transport is the one people use most often?
How can boats and ships help in transport?

Why do young people hitchhike?

Do you prefer coaches or trains?

Do you find travelling dangerous?
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These days, people travel much more than they did in the past. There are new means of transport,
cars and planes have become faster and tickets are cheaper so more and more people can afford to
travel to faraway places. People used to think of travelling to a neighbouring town as something
special and visiting the capital as a journey of their lifetime. Times have changed and it is quite
natural to hear something like: “I have just been to Florida for a two-week trip, and in winter we
are going on a skiing holiday to the Alps.” In other words, even the most distant places of the world
have come closer.

When travelling you come across various people, learn about their culture and habits, maybe learn
a foreign language, taste foreign cuisines, have lots .of adventure, and compare life in those countries
with that in your own country. Most people like visiting chateaux, castles, palaces, fortresses, ruins
of castles, churches and other sightseeing, which is another reason for travelling. Getting-to-know
other countries undoubtedly broadens horizons.

There are many ways of travelling. Let’s start with the most primitive one and maybe the most cheapest
- you can travel on foot. Longer walk in the surroundings or a trip can be called travelling. As for the
distance, you will hardly got faraway, but you can get almost everywhere. For shorter distances the
bicycle is a good means of transport as it is relatively quick, economical and environment-friendly.
You can travel by motorbike which is convenient only in the summer. People travel by car, bus or
coach, train, plane or boat. Water-lovers can choose from a yacht, rowing boat, liner or a ferry.

In cities, transport is provided by different means such as buses, trolleybuses, trams, taxis and even
underground or city trains. Travelling by bus can sometimes be rather uncomfortable but it has
constantly been improving.

The car is by far the most popular means of transport. Travelling by car is fast and comfortable, and
we get to our destination without waiting for hours. There are a number of new roads, motorways
and bridges. As roads have improved, the number of cars has also risen, and this has led to more
road accidents. Roads are often crowded with cars and lorries and - on minor roads - bikers. Every
person involved in transport must observe special rules called the Highway Code.

On oceans and seas, there are various ocean liners, luxurious steamers and tankers transporting oil,
corn and other goods. Going on a voyage can be a great adventure. Ports are often used by smaller
fishing boats but also by huge freight ships, and goods are loaded into or out of them.

Hitchhiking is a very specific way of travelling. It is mainly used by the young who do not need so
much comfort, do not have so much money and are not afraid of taking risks. Hitchhiking can take
you even to the most distant countries. Young people travel in order to learn new things, improve
their language skills and to have some fun and adventure. They are seen on motorways thumbing
a lift or waiting at laybys for drivers who are willing to give them a lift.



As for me I like hitchhiking with a rucksack and a small tent. We go hitchhiking with my friends
in the summer and it’s a lot of fun. It's cheap, you don’t plan your destination and if the weather
is good you can stay just anywhere. But hitchhiking can be very dangerous for girls. I wouldn’t
hitchhike abroad because I don’t know the mentality of people there but here it is O.K., although my
parents are not very happy about it. When 1 am older and richer, I would like to try an expensive
holiday - to travel round the world by plane and stay in different hotels.

I prefer trains even though they are not very clean in this country. But you can sleep or read, it's not
that hot inside, you can walk if you want, and there are lavatories and a dining car on board. Coaches
are more difficult for me as I feel dizzy and sick so I have to sit in the front or take a pill but then
I fall asleep and see nothing. You can’t move around on a bus and it’s usually very hot inside if there
is no air-conditioning.

Apart from pickpockets you can be mugged on the street, so it's good to think of a suitable place
where to hide your valuables. You shouldn’t wear gold rings and an expensive watch when travelling
and you should avoid strange dark and deserted places as you don’t know the country well. Another
danger is illness. You should also have medical insurance in case you have an accident or become
seriously ill. For some countries vaccination is recommended.
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DoPrRAVNE PROSTREDKY

Cestuje se v dnesni dobé vic nez drive?
Proc lidé cestuji?

Které zplisoby cestovani znds?

Co obstardvd dopravu ve méstech?
Ktery dopravni prostredek je nejpouZivanéjsi?
Jak se v dopravé mohou vyuZivat lodé?
Proc jezdi mladi lidé autostopem?

MdS radéji autobusy nebo vlaky?
Myslis, Ze je cestovini nebezpeéné?
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V dnesdni dob¢ lidé cestujf vic neZ dffv. Jsou nové zpilisoby dopravy, auta a letadla jsou rychlejsi
a jizdenky levnéijsi, takZe si ¢im dal vic lidi maZe dovolit odcestovat daleko. V minulosti byla cesta
do nejbliz8tho mésta povaZovéna za néco tiZasného a nivitéva hlavniho mésta byl zéZitek na cely
Zivot. Ted je to jiné, neni nic zvl4stniho na tom, kdyZ &lovék zaslechne: ,Pravé jsem byl dva tydny

na Floridé a v zimé jedeme lyZovat do Alp.” Jinymi slovy i nejvzdalenéjsi mista na svété se nyni
pfibliZila.

Pfi cestovéni se ¢lovék setkd s riznymi lidmi, poznd jejich kulturu a zvyklosti, moZna se naudf
i cizi jazyk, ochutnd cizi kuchyni, zaZije spoustu dobrodruZstvi a mtiZze také srovnavat Zivot u nas
a v navstivené zemi. Mnozi{ lidé radi navstévuji zimky, hrady, paldce, pevnosti, zficeniny, kostely
a jiné pamétihodnosti, coZ je dalsi divod pro¢ cestovat. Poznavani cizich zemi rozhodné roziifuje
¢lovéku obzory.

Je mnoho druhi cestovani. MGZeme zacit s tim nejprimitivnéj$im a asi nejlevnéj$im - chodit pésky.
Del3i prochiazka po okoli nebo vylet se d4 také nazvat cestovanim. Co se vzdalenosti tyce, daleko
se asi Clovék nepodivé, zato se dostane téméf viude. Na krat3i vzdélenosti je dobrym dopravnim
prostfedkem kolo, protoZe je relativné rychlé, levné a ekologické. D4 se cestovat na motorce,
ktera je vhodna pouze v 1ét&. Lidé cestuji autem, autobusem nebo dilkovym autobusem, viakem,
letadlem nebo lodi. Milovnici vody si mohou vybrat mezi jachtou, €lunem s vesly, dopravni lodi
nebo trajektem.

Ve vétdich méstech obstardvaji dopravu hromadné dopravni prostfedky, tedy autobusy, trolejbusy,
tramvaje, taxisluZby a ve velkoméstech metro nebo rychlodrihy. Cestovédni autobusem je sice nékdy
ponékud nepohodlné, ale situace se znatelné zlep3uje.

Nejvice pouZivanym dopravnim prostfedkem je dnes bezpochyby auto. Jizda autem je rychld a po-
hodln4, auto nas dopravi k cili bez dlouhych hodin &ekéni. Bylo vybudovdno mnoho novych cest,
délnic a mosti. S rozvojem silnic a délnic vzrostl nejenom pocet aut na naSich cestdch, ale také
pocet dopravnich nehod. Mnohdy jsou cesty pfeplnény esobnimi a ndkladnimi auty a na mistnich
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silnicich také cyklisty. Kazdy wcastnik silni¢niho provozu se musi fidit dopravnimi pfedpisy.

Oceidny a mofe brazdi velké zaoceinské lodg, luxusni parniky a tankery, které dopravuiji ropu, obili
ajiné zboZi. Plavba lodi mtiZe byt velkym dobrodruZstvim. V pfistavech vidime ¢asto men3i rybafské
¢luny, ale také velké nikladni lodé, ze kterych se vyklada, pfekldda nebo na které se nakldda zboZi.

Zcela specidlnim zplisobem cestovani je autostop. Cestuji tak vétdinou mladi lidé, ktefi nepotfebuji
tolik pohodli, maji malo penéz a nemajf strach riskovat. Timto zpiisobem se d4 dojet i do velmi
vzdélenych zemi. Mladi lidé cestuji pfedevsim proto, aby se vzdé&lavali, zlepsili své jazykové znalosti
a Casto také za zdbavou a dobrodruZstvim. MiiZeme je vidét na ddlnicich, kde stopuji auta nebo Cekajt
na odpo¢ivadlech na fidice, ktefi je vezmou.
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Co se mé tyce, j4 mam autostop nejradéji s batohem na zidech a malym stanem. V 1été jezdime s ka-
marédy stopem a je to velka zdbava. Je to levné, lovék si neplanuje, kam pojede, a kdyZ je p&kng,
miiZzeme pfenocovat kdekoliv. Stopovani ale miiZe byt velmi nebezpecné pro divky. V zahranicf
bych nestopoval, protoZe nezndm mentalitu tamnich lidi, ale tady se to d4, ackoliv mi rodice z toho
nejsou zrovna nadeni. Ale aZ budu stars{ a bohatsf, rdd bych vyzkousel opravdu drahou dovolenou
- cestovat kolem svéta letadlem a bydlet v rtiznych hotelich.

Mam radéji vlaky, i kdyZ u nas nejsou piilis &isté. Ale clovék miiZe spat nebo si ¢ist, neni uvnitf
horko, miiZu se projit, kdyz chci, a je tu zéchod a jidelni viiz. S délkovymi autobusy je to u mé horsi,
protoZe se mi toéi hlava a je mi $patné, takZe si musim sedat dopfedu nebo si vzit prasek a pak
usnu a nic nevidim. V autobuse se &lovek nemiiZe hybat, a pokud tam neni klimatizace, tak je tam
obycejné velmi horko.

Kromé kapesnich zlodéji miizeme byt také p¥epadeni na ulici, takze je dobré myslet na vhodné
misto, kam své cennosti schovat. Pfi cestich bychom neméli nosit zlaté prsteny a drahé hodinky
améli bychom se vyhybat divnym tmavym opusténym mistim, protoZe danou zemi neznéme. Dalsi
nebezpedi jsou nemoci. Samozfejmé bychom méli mit zdravotni pojisténi pro pfipad nehody nebo
véZnéjstho onemocnéni. V n&kterych zemich je doporuéeno o¢kovani.
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