'NATURE AND WEATHER

SEASONS OF THE YEAR AND WEATHER

1. What is the weather influenced by and how many seasons of the year are there?
2. What is the spring weather like?
3. What do farmers and gardeners do in the spring?
4. What is the weather like in summer?
5. What are the garden and field works done in the summer?
6. What is the period of late summer called?
7. What is nature like in the autumn?
8. When does winter really start and what is the winter weather like?
9. What is the weather like in Britain?
10. What is Weather Sayings?

What English proverbs about weather and nature do you know?
11. Do you watch the weather forecast?
12. What natural disasters are known to your country?
13. What ohter natural disasters do you know?

The way the planet Earth moves around the Sun has an influence on the weather on the globe and
on the seasons of the year. Our country is located in a mild climatic zone. Winters are not too cold,
summers not too hot. There are four seasons of the year: spring, summer, autumn (fall in American
English) and winter. Each of the seasons lasts about three months and brings us something nice as
well as something unpleasant.

It tends to be still quite cold in the spring. The snow melts, so floods may set in, and there is a lot .
of mud and dirt everywhere. During April, the weather is unstable. It drizzles, there are often rain
showers or even snowstorms, combined with sunshine and morning frosts.

Trees and grass turn green. Buds are springing on tree and shrub branches, later followed by first
leaves and blossoms. The first signs of the spring appear on meadows, gardens and woods: white .
snowdrops, yellow primroses and dandelions, blue violets and colourful crocuses. Later more
flowers come such as lilac, jasmine and peonies. They bear the message that the Earth is warming
up. Birds are heard singing. Some have just returned from the south. The first spring birds are larks, -
swallows and cuckoos.

Field works start at this time. Corn must be seeded and potatoes planted. Also, garden beds must be -
hoed in order to eliminate weeds and prepared for seeds and plants.

On June 21, the summer begins and lasts up to September 23. This means two months of holiday
both for children and adults, whereas farmers have their harvest time. The sun shines hot, the day
temperatures are rising. On hot summer days, there are often storms. The wind gets faster. The sky
clouds over and it gets dark. There is the flash of lightning and the bang of thunder, it rains or even
pours down with rain. It may even hail. Then the storm calms down, the sky becomes clear, the air
is cleaner. Sometimes, if the sun shines again, there is a rainbow in the sky.

What was seeded and planted in the spring in the garden, is harvested in summer. Small fruits and
vegetables are cooked and preserved. People go mushrooming in the woods or pick strawberries, |
blackberries, raspberries and blueberries. Ripe corn is harvested which involves mowing, thrash-
ing and bringing it together.

As school starts in September, the genuine summer comes to an end, although the autumn begins
as late as September 23. In autumn, the sun rises later and sets earlier. During the day, the weather
is normally nice, sunny and quite stable, especially in the mountains. This time is known as late or -
Indian summer.



Autumn is fairly popular with many because of its nice colours. Fruit trees have yellow pears and red
apples on them. Grass turns yellow and gets dry. There are no more flowers on meadows. Leaves
change colour as well, start falling off and trees will soon become bare. Birds leave for the south.
Days become colder and colder. It keeps raining or drizzling. Streets are wet, there are puddles and
a lot of dirt everywhere. It is very foggy in the morning, which makes life difficult, especially for
drivers. The air is cold. Temperatures keep dropping and first frosts set in. The wind is often strong,
almost changing into windstorms in mountainous regions. It is cloudy, such weather is called dull.
No wonder people often catch a cold or come down with the flu.

After autumn comes winter. According to the calendar, it begins on December 21, but in reality, it
comes a lot earlier. December 21 is the winter solstice, which is the shortest day of the year. Nature
relaxes. It freezes, the whole landscape is covered with snow, there may even be snowdrifts. Ice
and slush make transport difficult. The thermometer shows several degrees below zero, and lakes,
streams and rivers freeze over. Winter brings us the most beautiful festival of the year - Christmas.
But everything comes to an end. It freezes less and less, and the thaw sets in. The spring comes soon
and everything makes a fresh start again ...

The weather in Britain has very bad reputation as it is very changeable. It's influenced by the warm
Gulf Stream and the continental weather. But in general the summers are not very hot and the winters
not very severe. Actually snow and white Christmas is very rare in most of Britain. The average
rainfall is not as bad as everybody thinks.

In the past, there were no weather forecasts, so farmers had to rely on their experience and observa-
tions. These were made into weather sayings and passed down from generation to generation. Let
us have two examples.

A dry March and wet May fill the barn with grain and hay.

If it rains on Seven Sleeper’s Day, the rain will stay seven weeks more.

Proverbs: There is nothing new under the sun.
Make hay while it’s dry.

Still waters are deep.

One swallow doesn’t make a summer.
Every cloud has a silver lining.

I listen to weather forecasts especially if I go on holiday or for a trip. It's so surprising how wrong
they often are. There is no guarantee.

The weather forecast

It will be cloudy and overcast today, snow spells are expected in some places, rain with snow
especially in valleys. Temperatures maximum -1°C to 3°C, with around -4°C in the altitude of 1000m.
Northwest to north-bound wind will be 8 to 12 m/s fast, reaching up to 25 m/s in the mountains.

Fortunately in my country there aren’t many natural disasters - no earthquakes, no tidal waves, no
hurricanes. Every spring some areas are flooded but it's very rarely a serious danger. Sometimes
there is a very strong wind or gale, torrential rains and large areas of forest are destroyed but luckily
that doesn’t happen frequently either. Anyway it's safer to have a lightning conductor on your
house because there are often storms. In winter and spring there is a danger of avalanches in the
mountains.

In other parts of the world there are many disasters: in the US.A. frequent tornadoes and earth-
quakes, near the Indian Ocean the huge tidal waves, in some countries erupting volcanoes and lava,
drought and famine in Africa, etc.
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RoéNE osbDoOBE A POCASE

1. Co ovliviiuje polasi a kolik roénich obdobi je v roce?
2. Jaké je jarni poCasi?

3. Co délaji roinici a zahradnici na jare?

4. Jaké je pocasi v léte?

5. Co se déld v |été na zahradé a na poli?

6. Jak se Fikd dobé na konci léta?

7. Jak vypada priroda na podzim?

8. Kdy zaéiné a jaka je zima?

9. Jaké je pocasi v Britanii?

10. Co je to pranostika?

Jaka anglickd prislovi o poéasi a prirodé znds?
11. Sleduje$ predpovéd’ pocasi?
12. Jaké prirodni katastrofy se ve tvé zemi déji?
13. Jaké dalsi prirodni katastrofy znas?

Pohyb zemé&koule a slunce ma vliv na pocas{ ve svété a na ro¢ni obdobi. Nase republika leZ{ v mirném
podnebném pasu. Zima neni pfli3 studen, léto neni pfilis teplé.

Rok mé &ty ro¢ni obdobi: jaro, 1éto, podzim a zimu. KaZdé ro¢ni obdobi trvd asi tfi mésice a pfinasi
nam néco p&kného, stejné tak jako néco nepifjemného.

Na jafe je jesté docela chladno. Snih taje, takZe mohou byt zdplavy, v3ude je spousta blata a Spiny.
Béhem dubna je potasi nestalé. MZ{, &asto pFichazeji destové pfehafiky nebo dokonce chumelenice,
mezi tim sluneéni svit a rdno je$té miZe byt naimraza.

Trava a stromy se zelenaji. Na vétvich stromi a ket puéi prvni pupeny a pozdéiji listy a kvéty. Na
loukdéch, zahrad4ch a v lesich se objevuji prvni poslové jara: bilé snéZenky, Zluté petrklife a pampe-
lisky, modré fialky a barevné krokusy. Pozd&ji jesté ptijdou Sefiky, jasmin a pivoriky. Oznamuji, Ze
zemé se postupné zah¥iva. MliZzeme slySet zpév ptika. Néktefi z nich se pravé vrétili z jthu. K prvnim
posliim jara patfi skfivan, vlastovka a kukacka.

Na polich za¢inaji polni price. Je tfeba zasit obili a zasadit brambory. Také zdhony na zahradé se
musi okopat, aby tam nerostl pouze plevel, a pfipravit na setbu a sadbu.

21. ervna zadin4 léto a trva aZ do 23. zafi. Pro déti to znamena dva mésice préazdnin, pro dospélé
dovolenou a pro rolniky ¢as Zni. Slunce pali, denni teploty stoupaji. Za horkych letnich dnt ¢asto
ptichazi boufka. Zveda se silny vitr. Obloha se zatahuje a setmi se. Blyska se a himi, prsi nebo
ptimo lije. MiiZou také padat kroupy. Potom boufe ustavi, obloha se rozjasni, vzduch se prodisti.
Nékdy, pokud je3té sviti slunce, je na obloze vidét duhu.

Co se na jafe na zahradé vyselo, to se v 16t& sklizi. Vafi se a konzervuje nebo nakliada drobné ovoce
a zelenina. V lese miizeme hledat houby a sbirat jahody, ostruZiny, maliny a borivky. Skliz{ se zralé
obili, to znamend, %e se Zne, mlati a svazi.

Se zag4tkem $kolniho roku je to pravé léto u konce, ackoliv podzim zainé teprve 23. zafi. Na podzim
slunce pozdgji vychazi a dfive zapad4. Pfes den je jesté p&kné, slunedné a pomérne stilé pocasi,
obzvl4§té na horach. Tomuto obdobi se fiké pozdni neboli babi 1éto.
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Podzim maji rddi mnozi z nés kviili jeho pestrym barvam. Na ovocnych stromech visi Zluté hrusky
a Zervend jablka. Trdva Zloutne a usychd. Na loukéch uZ nejsou #4dné kvétiny. Barvi se také listi,
zalina opadévat dolii k zemi a stromy budou brzy holé. Ptaci odlétaji na jih.

Postupné pfichézeji studengjsi dny. Po celé dny prsi nebo aspoit mi. Ulice jsou mokré, viude jsou
kaluZe a spousta 3piny. Rano byva husté mlha, kterd ztrpcuje Zivot pfedevsim fidi¢im. Vzduch je
chladny. Teploty stale klesaji a pfichézeji prvni mrazy. Velmi ¢asto vane silny vitr, ktery se na horach
bliZ{ vichfici. Je zataZeno a takové pocasi byvéa nazyvéno jako psi pocasi. Z4dny div, Ze se clovék
nachladi nebo dostane chfipku.

Po podzimu pfichazi zima. Podle kalendafe zacina 21. prosince, ale ve skute¢nosti je podstatné
dfive. 21. prosinec je dnem zimniho slunovratu a je to nejkratsi den v roce. Pfiroda odpociva. Mrzne,
cel4 krajina je zasnéZena, nékdy vznikaji snéhové zivéje. Niledi a snéhova bfecka znesnadfiuji
dopravu. Teplomér ukazuje n&kolik stupii pod nulou a rybniky, potoky a feky zamrzaji. Zima nam
prinasi nejkrasnéjsi svétky v roce - Vanoce.

Ovéem vechno ma sviij konec. Mréz ustava a pfichazi obleva. Brzy pfijde jaro a vSechno zacne zase
od zacatku ...

Potasi v Briténii m4 velmi 3patnou povést, protoZe je velmi proménlivé. Je ovliviiovdno teplym
Golfskym proudem a kontinentélnim po¢asim. Ale vieobecné léta nejsou moc horka a zimy nejsou
moc kruté. V podstaté jsou snih a bilé Vanoce na vétsiné tizemi velice ojedinélé. Ani priimérné srazky
nejsou tak 3patné, jak si kazdy mysli.

Kdy? jest& neexistovala pfedpovéd potasi, museli se sedlaci fidit svymi postfehy a zkudenostmi. Ty
byly shrnuty do réeni a pfedévaly se z generace na generaci. Zde mame dva ptiklady.

Je-li suchy bfezen a mokry kvéten, plni se stodola obilim a senem. (= Suchy bfezen a maj mokry,
délaji rok dobry.)
Préi-li na Sedm spicich (27. &ervna), bude jesté asi 7 tydnd priet. (= Medardova kapé - 40 dni kape.)

Prislovi: Nic nového pod sluncem.
Neodklidej na zitra, co miiZe$ udélat dnes.
Ticha voda bfehy mele.
Jedna vlastovka jaro nedéla.
Nic nen tak z1é, jak vypada. (= Kazdy mrak md stfibrny okraj.)

Predpovéd potasi sleduji zejména, kdyZ jedu na dovolenou nebo na vylet. Je pfekvapuijici, jak ¢asto
se pletou. Neni tu Zddna zdruka.

Predpovéd’ pocasi
Dnes bude obla¢no a# zataZeno, misty ofekavame snéZeni nebo snéhové piehariky, v udolich dést se

sné&hem. Nejvy3si denni teploty -1 °C a2 3 °C. V 1000 m na horéch okolo -4 °C. Vat bude severozdpadni
aZ severni vitr 8 a% 12 m/s, na hordch az 25 m/s.

Natésti v nasi zemi neni mnoho pfirodnich Katastrof, 24dna zemétfeseni, Zadné pfilivové viny,
#4dné hurikény. Kazdé jaro jsou nékteré oblasti pod vodou, ale velmi z¥idka se jednd o vazné nebezpedi.
Neékdy foukd silny vitr nebo vichfice, jsou pfivalové desté a velké oblasti lesti jsou znifeny, ale

nastésti ani k tomuto nedochézi &asto. Nicméné je bezpedn&jsi mit na domé hromosved, protoze
bouiky jsou ¢asté. V zimé a na jafe je na hordch nebezpeti lavin.

V jinych &stech svéta dochézi ke spousté katastrof: v USA jsou astd tornidda a zemétfeseni,
u Indického oceanu piilivové viny, v nékterych zemich chrlici sopky a lava, v Africe sucho a hla-
domor atd.
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