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Elaine Atkins, head teacher of Abbot Hill
School in Manchester, has turned one of the
worst schools in the country into one of the
best. Ollie Dawson finds out how she did it.

Three years ago, Abbot Hill School had a dreadful
reputation. Teachers didn’t want to work there.
Parents didn’t want to send their children there.
The pupils — as seen by the number of children
who regularly played truant from school — clearly
didn’t want to go there. It was a failing school,
and a school failing the community. Then Elaine
Atkins was appointed head teacher. 1 So
how has she achieved the impossible?

‘It actually wasn’t that difficult,” says Elaine with
her usual modesty. ‘The school was in such a
bad state that no-one — not the parents, not

the students, not the teachers — valued

anything about it. That made it much easier for
an outsider to come in and say, “ 2 We’'re
going to do it differently.” And | did have a lot of
help too.’

=

One of the first things Elaine did was call a
meeting of all the students, staff and parents.

‘Not all of them came, of course, but it was
actually very well attended. That’s when |

realised | had a chance. They hadn’t givenup 22
completely.” She told them some of the things
which she wanted to change and put some key
issues to the vote. 3 ‘| said: “If | introduce

a school uniform, will you support me?” The vast
majority said they would.’

Elaine believes in things like school uniforms.

‘I's all about creating an environment where 29
there’s discipline and a sense of pride. When |
took over, Abbot Hill was out of control. Children
were being bullied, and no-one stopped the
bullies. 4

A uniform is a symbol that there are limits and
that we're all part of the same community.’

Elaine is convinced that discipline is central to
students’ learning. ‘How can they learn anything

if there’s chaos in the classroom? 5 We've
managed to bring that back to Abbot Hill, and it’s
clearly working. Students are now leaving the
school with the qualifications they need. That
never happened before. Of course, some students
still get in trouble. Children always will. But they
know what the rules are, and they know they’ll be
enforced. There’s much less bullying now.’



2

Some words and phrases in the text are in bold. For

a Elaine’s becoming head teacher
b Elaine’s making the school successful

an outsider (line 15)

“a Elaine ‘b someone else

a chance (line 22)

a the possibility of being able to improve the school

b the opportunity to talk to the parents, staft and pupils
an environment (line 29)

a the natural world b a school

things (line 51)

a lessons b activities

the things which shed done (line 63)

a the changes Elaine has made to the school

b Elaine’s jobs before coming to the school

It's not all about punishment and
discipline, though. Elaine has also
introduced a large number of after-class
activities. ‘Everyone used to go home
after the last lesson. Now, there are a

51 huge number of things which the students

can choose from. None of them are
compulsory, so the students don't feel
they’re being forced to do them. 6

You name it — we offer it! We also have
regular school trips, which are educational
and a lot of fun. Some parents come on
them too, and that’s a great way for us

all to get to know each other better. I've
always believed that the better you know
someone, the easier it is to work together.”’
| wondered what the students thought of
their head teacher and the things which
she’d done. Sharon Tucker, 16, who | met
outside the school gates, summed up the
mood of all the students: ‘| used to hate
coming to this school. | dreaded it every
single morning. Now, | look forward to
coming. 7 Mrs Atkins has changed
all our lives. We owe her a lot.’

3 Read the article again. Seven sentences
have been removed from the article.
Choose from the sentences A-H the one
which fits each gap (1-7).

A No, we're not going to do it like that
any more.

B The teacher has to be in control.

C There were actually many occasions when
I thought I'd never succeed in changing the
school.

D Iwanted them to feel they were part of
what was going to happen.

E Ihave agreat time while I'm here, and
I know it’s teaching me loads of things
I need.
F They can choose from sports, aerobics,
photography, pottery, drama, dance classes.
G Today, the main problem she faces is a
waiting list of parents who are desperate to
get their children into the school.

H The students thought they could get away
with anything.

WORD BOX »

4 Use words or phrases from the whole article to
complete the definitions. You’ve been given the
first letter to help you.

1 Ifeveryone at school wears a s

u , they all wear the same clothes.

2 Ifyouareb_ | otherchildren often
make fun of you or even hit you.

3 Peoplewhohaveq  have passed
exams and have received certificates.

4 If youare i t , you are
going to be punished for doing something wrong.

5 Ifsomethingisc , you have to do it.

6 Ons t , you go with

your classmates to visit places like parks and
museums.

7] Have your say!

e Do you think schools should offer after-
class activities?

e Discuss some of the advantages and
disadvantages.
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@) Grammar clinic

Relative clauses

<@ Look at Grammar database pages 189-190 before you do the exercises.

1 Read the sentences from the article on pages 96 and 97. Decide if statements aand b are
true (T) or false (F).
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1 Iwondered what the students thought of their head teacher and the things
which shed done.

a Without the words in italics, the sentence makes complete sense.
b We could replace which with that.

2 Wealso have regular school trips, which are educational and a lot of fun.
a Without the words in italics, the sentence makes complete sense. |
b We could replace which with that.

Read through the article again and underline all the examples of ‘which’ and ‘who’ Decide whether
they are like sentence 1 or sentence 2 above.

N

Decide whether the words in bold are defining (D) or non-defining (N) relative clauses.

1 My dad, who went to the same school as me, remembers all the teachers. D/N
2 My favourite subject, which we have twice a week, is chemistry. D/N
3 We had alesson last week that we all found interesting. D/N
4 Mrs Edwards, who teaches us German, is very strict. D/N
5 The only teacher that I don’t like is Mr Leech. D/N
6 The room where we have science lessons is on the fifth floor. D/N

Y

Choose the correct option in each sentence.

1 The students had finished were allowed to leave.
awhose b who c¢ whom

2 Our school, opened in 1975, has about 2,000 pupils.
a that b which cwho

3 Iwenttoschoolin Germany, I was born.
awhen b where cwhich

4 'The school my parents went to has been knocked down.
awhose b that cwhom

5 My favourite teacher is Mrs Woods, husband is also a teacher.
awhose b that ¢ which

6 Any student in the school play should contact Mr Butler.
awhich b whose cwho's



Y] vocabulary builder

Education

1 Match the words and phrases in the box with the
correct definitions.

suspend - playtruant - lesson « breakup
prefect = term - expel - subject

1 aperiodoftime (often 45
minutes) when students learn in a classroom

2 miss school without permission
or without a good reason

3 aperiod of time (often 3 months)
when a school is open

4 startaschool holiday, such as the
Christmas holiday

5 tellastudent they can't come to
school for a short time because they did something
wrong

6 _ somethingyoustudy at school,
such as maths, French, etc

7 a student who is given extra
responsibility for making sure other students obey
the rules

8 tell a student they can’t come to
school ever again because they did something
wrong

\ 2 Complete the sentences using the correct form of
the words in the box in exercise 1.

1 Nick is having problems in history so he’s having

extra

2 My cousin was caught and got
into a lot of trouble.

3 They usually choose older students to be

4 We have exams at the end of every
and at the end of the year.

5 My brother was for two days for
fighting in the playground.

6 They a student last week for
stealing from other students’ bags.

7 Ican’t wait until we next week for
the summer holidays!

8 Itsdifficult to choose a favourite ,
but I quite like computer science.

Phrasal verbs with over

3 Phrasal verbs with over often have meanings
connected to movement or control. Choose
the correct option.

1 A caralmost our cat just
outside our house. Luckily, she was OK.
aranover b got over c took over

2 Our teacher was very ill but she finally

it and came back to school.

atookover  bgotover clooked over
3 Whydont you to our house
for dinner tomorrow?

abringover blookover c come over
4 Mrs Riley had to leave the classroom so she
asked another teacher to

a go over blookover  ctake over

5 Ifyou the page, you'll see the
answers.
a turn over b pass over ¢ put over

Magic metaphors

4 When we talk about the mind, we sometimes
think of it as a container, like a box. Complete
the sentences with the phrases from the box.

inyourmind - atthe back of my mind
filled with = anopenmind - outof my mind

1 What picture do you have if I
say ‘summer holiday’?

2 T've been studying really hard and I feel like my
mind is facts and figures.

3 Theard asong on the radio this morning and I

can't get it
4 When you meet people from other countries,
it's important to keep

5 Ilike our history teacher, but I've got a feeling

that she doesn’t really like me.
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k¥ ®) Listening

A teacher: students? lessons?

o

>

= 1 You are going to listen to five people talking about a school. Before you listen, talk about what the
Lc’.‘ people might mention.

£ The head teacher: exam results? achievements? The caretaker: cleaning? damage?
g A pupil: lessons? favourite teachers? A parent: exam results? their child?
[
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2 ﬂ? 2.08 Listento five people talking about a school. For questions 1-5, choose from the list (A-F)
what each person says about the school. Use the letters only once. There is one extra letter which you
do not need to use.

A This school doesn’t have such good sports teams. Speaker1: I
B Someone is planning to leave the school. Speaker2:
C Pupils don't have to do too much work at home. Speaker3: ‘
D This school doesn’t cover modern subjects much. Speaker4: |
E People contact me when they have a problem. Speaker5:

F This school is better than a lot of others.

,“ Soundbite stress (1)

w 2.09 Readthe phrases below and decide
which words you think are stressed the most.

Speaking

1 Complete the phrases using the words in the box.

Underline them. Listen and check. out = as = second - least - of - as
As far as I'm concerned, ... .
In my opinion, ... home : 2{-(11)8 ercl:ise— SR,
If youaskme, ... education B
T ind B is a great e The most useful allis Z because ...
E JY ML, idea. fthese i .
From my point of view, ... e _ oftheseideas, X is most useful
because ... |
o After X, Yisthe best idea because ...
e Zisprobably the useful idea
because ...

2 Work in pairs. Use the phrases from exercise 1 to help you make suggestions.

o Discuss how popular these after-class activities would be at your school.
e Decide which one you would recommend to your teacher.

an arts and crafts group

a school‘website :
a debating group

@ Look at Speaking database - Comparing and
@ Giving/Asking for opinion on page 165.




%8 Use of English

Relative pronouns and prepositions
® Look at Grammar database page 190 before you do the exercises.

L Match to make complete sentences.
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1 They had corporal punishment at the school which a my mum and dad went.

2 The day which my dad left school b was the school Sports Day.

3 Yesterday I saw the old head teacher of the school where ¢ my parents went to.

4 Our school is throwing a big party, to which d all parents are invited to.

5 The day when my dad met my mum e all parents are invited.

6 Every year, we have a school play, which f on was his sixteenth birthday.
Word patterns

2 Complete these phrases with the correct preposition.

lfond 3 aware__ 5 refer 7 interested

2 keen_____ 4 concentrate_ 6 complain

3 For questions 1-10, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.
There is an example at the beginning (0).

What would you do if your teacher said you could either stay to have your (0) __lesson o you could go
home? Well, justimagine a school where attendancewasn’t (1) atalllIn Suffolk, in the United
Kingdom, thatschool(2) . Summerhill School was founded in 1921 by a man called A.S. Neill.
Neillwas(3)___ ofthekinds of problems many children have at school and he believed that the
only solutionwastogive(4)______ complete freedom.

Children at Summerhillareunderno(5) __ atalltoattend lessons. Most of them do,
6 .Often,theycomefromschoolsat(7)_____ theywere unhappyand
@8____ todoanyworkatall. After a while, though, they settle down and usually decide that
attending lessons is more interesting.

The other unusual thing about Summerhill is the weekly meeting. All teachers and students decide the school
rules democratically, withone(9)___ each.Ifastudentwantsto(10)____ abouta
teacher or a teacher wants to tell everyone about a student’s bad behaviour, they can do so in the meeting.
Life at Summerhill is full of all kinds of challenges, but most of the people there
agree thatit's a very special place.

0 Asubject B work Clesson D timetable

1 Anecessary B compulsory Cneeded D forced

2 Ais B runs C exists D opens

3 Ainterested B concentrated Cexpert D aware

4 Athem B these Cthose D their

5 Astress B rules C pressure D control

6 A although B however Cyet D despite

7 Athat B there C where D which

8 Arefuse B object Cdeny D oppose

9 A choice B vote C count D decision
10 A refer B mention Cdiscuss D complain

4 Whatdo you think of Summerhill School? Would you like to go to a school like that?
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7A writing

An informal letter/email

Look at Writing database - informal letters/emails on page 154 before you do the exercises.

1 Readthis writing task. Why should your letter be informal?

Your pen-friend is doing a class project on the
educational system in different countries. She has
asked you for some information about your country.
Read this extract from your pen-friend’s letter and use
the notes you have made to write your letter.

Write a letter of between 120 and 150 words.
You must use grammatically correct sentences
with accurate spelling and punctuation in a
style appropriate for the situation. Do not write
any addresses.

nursery, primary, secondary — mention ages

1ake exams in school every year
take important exams af 1% for university

Anyway, apart from that | wanted to ask you for g
fqvour. We're doing a project af school on education
in different countries. Is there any chance you could
give me some information aboyt Y i
know, what kind of schools
exams, that sort of thing.

Thanks,

your country? You
You have, when you take

Got to go (yes, more homework!).

Love,
Andreq

2 Tick (V) the correct statements about the writing task in exercise 1.

You don't need to write in paragraphs.
You can use contractions such as don’t.
You can use chat phrases such as lol.

You don’t need to write in sentences.

G B W N

You should write addresses at the top.

Working model

3 Read the answer to the writing task written by
a French student.

4 Decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F).

1 The writer has included all the information
he had to.

2 He has used an informal tone.

3 Hedidn't need to use paragraphs in an
informal letter.

4 He asks his friend about a piece of
news to begin.

6 Correct spelling is important.

7 You should include all the
information given.

8 Correct punctuation is important.

Dear Andrea,

Thanks £or vour letter! Yow was vour pardy?
You asked abowt ke edwcadiona/ Systerr here.
Well, most pecple 9o Co nursery school! betioeen
two and Six years old. I went when I coas

Four and I loved ¢! Then, from six oneoards,
edwcadion is COmpa/Sory and everyone goes Zo
primary schoo!. The schools are asaa//y fafz‘e
Small and vou stay there wnti/ vou e 10.

From il 2o 14, we go Zo Secondary schoo/. At 15,
we move Co ancther schoo! - a bt like Senior
Aigh in America. te stay Chere il/ 1s and Zhen
et her 5&2‘ a Joé or go Zo L(n/'Ver\S/Z‘y.

We take exams at schoo! every year bt 2he
rea//y important ones come o Zhe age oA Us. You
have o 382‘ 3ooa/ grades 7o 381‘ /Into universidy.

I have Zo 9o 5/70/);/;73 wth PN PUUPT PO .
Z hope thad was wsetfud! trite Soon!

Best wishes,
Pace/




| Ready to write!

5 Complete the passage using the words and
phrases in the box.

secondary - sixthform = seniorhigh = primary
elementary = junior high « nursery

Education systems in Britain and
America

Britain and America have different education
systems. In both countries, most children go to
() school (or kindergarten) between
the ages of three and five. Then, in Britain, they start
() school, where they stay until they
are 11. This is followed by (3) school
until age 16. If they stay at school, they go into the
(4 until theyare 18. Sometimes, this
~ means going to a special college.

In America, children go to (5) school
- from five to 11. Then, they go to middle school

' (also called (6) school) until age 14.
From 15-18, American children attend high school

(sometimes called (7) school).

6 You are going to answer the writing task in
exercise 1.You are going to write about your
country. Make a plan of your answer.

» How are you going to start your letter?

» What news are you going to ask your pen-friend
about first?

» Whatare you going to tell her about nursery
schools?

» What are you going to tell her about primary
schools?

» Whatare you going to tell her about secondary
schools?

» What are you going to say about exams?
» How do you want to close your letter?
» How are you going to write your name at the end?

Now complete Writing Planner 11 on page 160.

Now write!

7 You are now ready to write your letter to your
pen-friend. Use informal language. Include all
the information you have to.

Checkit out!
8 check your work. Tick (v') what you

have done. @
\. l

I have started and finished
the letter in the correct way.

I'have used informal language.

I have t.old my pen-friend about the
educational system in my country.,

I have included all t

he inf i
I had to, ormation

I have used paragraphs.

I'have checked my spelling,
grammar and punctuation,

My letter is between 120 and
150 words long.

Look Back

Can you answer these questions? If you can’t
remember, look through the unit for the answers.

1 What do the children at Abbot Hill School wear
now?

2 Which of these is correct?
school journey  school trip  school excursion

3 When arelative clause just gives us extra
information, do we use commas or not?

4 What do you not do if you ‘play truant’?

5 What is unusual about Summerhill School in
the UK?
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