CZECH EDUCATION

What is the compulsory part of Czech education? When do we start with education?

When is school holiday?

Do we pay school fees?

What problems occur in schools?

What types of secondary schools are there?

Who are apprenticeship centres for and what are the lessons like?

What is the difference between vocational schools and apprenticeship centres?

When is grammar school recommendable? .

What is a school-leaving exam?

10. What are the conditions for studying university? i
What universities are there in the Czech Republic?

11. How long takes studying in the collage?

12. What possibilities other than going to a university
do you have after passing your leaving-exam?

13. How common is it for students to take a “gap year”?

14. Where do students stay during their studies?
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In the Czech Republic we have nine years of compulsory education from the age of six to fifteen.
We start our education at basic school. Of course smaller children may attend playgroups and
kindergartens where they learn some basic skills like recognizing colours, animals, plants etc. There
are two grades of the basic school, in the first children learn to read and write and of course they have
PE. and arts. In the higher one they have more specialized subjects like foreign languages, chemistry,
biology, history, etc.

The academic year starts on the 1* September and ends on the 30® June. There are several breaks
throughout the year, autumn, Christmas, spring and Easter. The summer holidays are two months
long. School breaks up for feast days, and the headmaster can make the holiday a day or two longer.

Most Czech schools are administered by the state. These schools are free of charge. In addition,
there are private schools (primary, secondary schools as well as universities), where tuition fees
are charged. Most of them offer a specific type of education, specializing, for example, in foreign
languages or sports. It is entirely up to the parents to decide what school is the best for their child.
Education is provided by religious schools, too.

Teachers face a number of problems. Cheating both in written and oral exams are the most frequent
ones. Bullying is a serious problem, occurring more and more at schools, and both teachers and
schoolfriends may act as bullies. Children also play truant. The reason is that some children lag
behind and want to get out of their duties, others simply hate school. Another reason is bullying as
students may not feel comfortable or are even frightened at school.

Having left primary school, children can enro}l at grammar schools, apprenticeship centres,
vocational or other professional schools (e.g. mechanical engineering school, electro-technical,
building, agricultural, economic, medical school) or art schools.
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At apprenticeship centres, trainees obtain a certificate and become qualified workers and craftsmen.
The training takes three years, and days spent in school alternate with those that the trainees spend
doing practical work, in their specialisation under the supervision of a master.

Secondary vocational schools allow their pupils to get the right qualifications for their future work
and obtain a school leaving certificate, a prerequisite for enrolling at a university, where a degree in
engineering or technical studies can be obtained.

At grammar - comprehensive - schools, students obtain a school leaving certificate, but with no specific
qualifications. However, in other subjects, they acquire more knowledge than the pupils of vocational
schools as grammar schools are intended to prepare their students for university education.

Secondary education is rounded off with a school leaving exam. These exams used to be prepared
by schools themselves, and they would consist of a written test in the Czech language and an oral
examination in four subjects. To raise the objectivity and reliability of the examination, a new national
system has been introduced. The examination is the same for all types of schools. Three exams
are taken - one in the Czech language, another one in a foreign language plus one more optional
examination.

Students leaving secondary schools may enrol at one of the colleges or universities. Yet, entrance
exams must be passed. Due to the wide range of universities and colleges, students are lucky to have
a wide choice. They may apply for a place at one of the faculties that are part of universities (faculty
of arts, medical, law, natural sciences, teaching or theology) or at technical universities. Some choose
to go to a college of art (for actors, singers, painters etc).

Undergraduate students study for three years to obtain their bachelor’s degree and five years for the
master’s degree. After graduation, some students remain to study for their doctor’s degree. Medical
degrees take six years. All undergraduates take a state exam and an interview over the graduate’s
thesis; finally, they obtain a diploma and a title.

Those who leave secondary school and fail to get to university may enrol into a one-year language
course where a certificate is awarded to successful participants. Colleges of further education are
also an alternative, and the students there complete their studies with a final exam.

Some students take a gap year (before starting the university or during their studies). They take
advantage of the opportunity and go to study abroad. It is definitely worth it because the students
can improve a foreign language and get valuable experience for their future career. Most schools
enable their students to take a gap year.

All students receive an accommodation benefit, yet students have a difficult life as rooms in halls
of residence at most universities are open to first year students only. Older students are expected to
find their accommodation. Failing to get a room in the hall of residence, which is the cheapest
alternative, they have to rent a room or a flat. Sharing is a popular solution, which means two or
more students share a flat, though even this way the costs are rather high. s
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CESKE SkoLsTvi

Jaka je povinng Skolni dochdzka? Kdy za&indme se vzdéldnim?
Kdy maji déti prdzdniny?
Plati se u nds $kolné?
. Jaké problémy se na koldch objevuji?
. Jaké Skoly mohou ¥4ci navitévovat po ukongeni zdkladni $koly?
Pro koho je urcena u&fiovska $kola a jak probihd vyuka?
Cim se liSi stiedni odbornd Skola od u&riovské?
Kdy Ize doporuéit gymndzium?
Co je to maturita?
Za jakych podminek Ize studovat vysokou $kolu?
Jakeé vysoké Skoly jsou v CR?
11. Jak dlouho trvé studium na vysoké Skole?
12. Jaké jsou moZnosti pomaturitniho studia mimo
vysoké Skoly?
13. Je béiné prodlouZit si univerzitni studium o rok?
14. Kde studenti béhem svych studii bydli?
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V Ceské republice mame povinnou devitiletou dkolni dochézku od Sesti do patndcti let. Se vzdélava-
nim za¢indme na zdkladni 8kole. Samozfejmé mladi déti mohou navétévovat jesle a Skolky, kde se
uci zdkladnf znalosti, jako je rozeznavani barev, zvitat, rostlin atd. Z4kladni kola ma dva stupné, na
prvnim stupni se déti uéf ¢ist a psat a samozfejme maijf télocvik a pracovni vyucovani. Na druhém
stupni maji odbornéj$i pfedméty, jako jsou cizi jazyky, chemie, biologie, déjepis atd.

Skolni rok za¢ina 1. z&# a konéi 30. dervna. Béhem $kolniho roku maji Z4ci podzimni, vidnoéni, jarnd
a velikono¢ni prazdniny. Letni prazdniny trvaji dva mésice. O svétcich majf Zici také volno, které jim
muZe feditel $koly prodlouZit o 1 a% 2 dny.

Vetsina 8kol v Ceské republice je spravovéna statem. Tyto 3koly se neplati. Existujf také soukromé
8koly (zdkladny, stfedni i vysoké), kde se plati §kolné. Zpravidla nabizejf détem specifickou vyuku,
zaméfenou napt. na cizi jazyky nebo na sport. Zalei na rodi¢ich, kterou $kolu pro své dité vyberou.
Vzd@lavan{ umoziuji také cirkevni skoly.

Je spousta problému, kterym musi uditelé elit. Nejrozsifen&jsim z nich je opisovini a podvidéni
pfi dstnim zkouSeni. Dalsim problémem je $ikana, kters se na $kolach objevuje stale Castéji, at uz
ze strany utiteld ¢i spoluZikii. Mnozi studenti chodi za $kolu. N&ktefi ve skole nestihaji a chtéjf se
tak zbavit povinnosti, nékterym se prosts jen do $koly nechce. Dttvodem k zagkolactvi casto byva
i jiz zmifiovana sikana, kdy se studenti ve $kole neciti dobfe nebo se dokonce boji.

Po zakladni Skole mohou Zici navitévovat gymnazium, uéiovskou skolu, stfedni prumyslovou
8kolu, odbornou $kolu (napf. stfedni priimyslovou Skolu strojni, elektrotechnickou, stavebni, odbor-
nou Skolu zemédélskou, ekonomickou, zdravotni) nebo konzervatof.
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Na u¢fiovskych Skoléch dostanou uéni vyuéni list a stanou se kvalifikovanymi délniky a femeslniky.
Béhem tiiletého vzdélani se jim stfidaji dny, kdy jsou bud ve 3kole, nebo na praxi, kde se uéi ve svém
oboru u odborného mistra.

Na stfednich odbornych gkolach se mtize student vyucit povolan{ a jesté k tomu sloZit maturitu, kterd
opraviiuje ¢lovéka jit na vysokou &kolu. Tam se miiZe stat inZenyrem, diplomovanym inZenyrem
nebo se kvalifikovat jako technik.

Pokud jde Z4k na gymnézium, ziskd maturitu, ale bez odborného vzdélani. Zato v jinych pfedmétech
se naucf vice neZ Zici stfedni odborné $koly, nebot gymnazium je typ 8koly, ktera pfipravuje své
studenty pfedevaim na vysokoskolské studium.

Stfedoskolské vzdélani je zakondeno maturitni zkouskou. Diive byla maturita pfipravovéna jednot-
livymi $kolami a sklidala se z pisemné &asti z Cestiny a 1stni &4sti ze ¢tyF pfedmétl. Pro zvyseni
objektivity a spolehlivosti vysledku maturitni zkousky byl zaveden systém celostatni maturity. Je
stejna pro v8echny typy 8kol. Zaci vykonaji tfi zkousky - z Geského jazyka, ciziho jazyka a volitelnou
zkousku.

Maturanti mohou podat ptihlasku ke studiu na vysoké Skole nebo na univerzité. K tomu, aby
mohli na vysoké skole studovat, viak mus{ Uspédné sloZit pfijimact zkousky. U nds je fada vysokych
$kol, studenti tedy maji velky vybér. Mohou studovat na nékteré z univerzitnich fakult (filozofické,
lékafské, pravnické, pirodovédecké, pedagogické & teologické) nebo na technickych vysokych
8kolach. Né&ktefi studenti volf studium na vysokych uméleckych 3koldch JAMU, AMU, DAMU,
AVU).

Studium vysoké skoly trv4 tfi roky na bakalafe a pét let na inZenyra nebo magistra. Poté si mohou
studenti udélat doktorat. Na lékafskych fakultich se studujf Sestileté obory. VSechna studia jsou
ukondena stitni zkouskou a obhajobou diplomové nebo bakalafské prace. Absolventi ziskaji
diplom a titul.

Maturanti, ktefi se nedostali na vysokou 3kolu nebo univerzitu, mohou absolvovat jednolety
jazykovy kurz, ktery je ukonden certifikstem. Také mohou jit na vy3si odbornou $kolu, ktera je
ukondena zivérednymi zkouskami.

Neéktefi studenti si prodluzuji studium o rok (pfed jeho zahdjenim nebo béhem studif). Vyuzivaji
tak pfileZitost jet studovat do zahrani¢i. Rozhodné to stoji za to, protoZe se studenti zdokonali v ci-
zim jazyce a ziskaji cenné zkusenosti pro budouci kariéru. Vétsina skol svym studentiim moZnost
prodlouzit si studium poskytuje.

Vsichni studenti dostévajf pfispévek na bydlen, ale i tak je to t&Zké, protoZe ubytovani na kolejich
se vétsinou zajiStuje jen pro prvni roéniky. U studentt: vy3sich roénikd se predpokladd, Ze si ubytovani
najdou sami. Pokud si neseZenou koleje, které jsou nejlevnéjsi, musi si pronajmout pokoj v domé
nebo byt. Studenti to fesi tak, Ze jich je v jednom byté vic, ale i tak je to pomérné drahé.





